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| We're behind our % 
future champions 
as much as you are. 


Soccer fans across Australia have witnessed a truly 
memorable build-up to the Top Six Competition and Ericsson is 
indeed proud to be associated with this final series of the 1998 
Ericsson Cup. 


In our three years as the major sponsor of the Ericsson Cup we 
have seen the Top Six come into its own as a feature of soccer in 
Australia offering the excitement and the challenge that I’m sure 
many of us would like to see in a finals competition. To think that 
10 or 11 teams would still be battling it out for Top Six placement 
on the eve of this competition is inspirational. 


And on the subject of inspiration, within Ericsson we support 
our customers and enable them with our “can do” attitude. It is 
this approach that we bring with us into the sponsorship of the arts 
and sport in Australia and it is gratifying when we see people and 
teams emerging from the Ericsson Cup competition with this same 
“can do” commitment. 


By way of example, Sydney United fought its way back from 
the loss of a number of key players, and at an individual level we 
saw Nick Carle from UTS Olympic at the age of 16 playing in the 
Olyroos, to become one of our youngest international players and 
then to be named in the Young Socceroos squad. Success stories 
like these underpin every facet of our sport. 


Now, as another season for soccer in Australia comes to an 
exciting climax, on behalf of Ericsson | congratulate players, teams 
and supporters for your contribution to that success and | hope 
that you all have an exciting final round in this Top Six series. 


KJELL SORME 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, ERICSSON AUSTRALIA 


Once again the Ericsson Cup Finals feature the best six clubs 
competing in Australia’s number one domestic tournament. 


It has been, in many ways, another remarkable year in the 
history of the Ericsson Cup. 


Who would have thought last year when the Brisbane Strikers 
lifted the championship that they would not be competing in the 
1997/98 Finals series? 


Debut Ericsson Cup side Carlton have had a wonderful first-up 
season; Wollongong Wolves have progressed up the table and 
Sydney United and South Melbourne are once again two of the 
leading sides in the competition. 


Marconi Fairfield, Perth Glory, Adelaide City, Melbourne Knights 
and UTS Olympic should also be mentioned for playing a part in an 
exciting end-of-season race for a Top Six position. 


Next season we welcome another new addition to the Ericsson 
Cup competition: Northern Spirit. 


Another bonus this season has been the amount of youngsters 
appearing in the Ericsson Cup for the first time. 


Finally, good luck to all the teams competing for this year’s 
championship and | would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
the clubs - and players - who have played in the Ericsson Cup 
during the 1997/98 season. 


DAVID HILL 
CHAIRMAN, SOCCER AUSTRALIA 


The Game to Decide a Season 


An ancient Chinese proverb says that even the longest journey must begin with a 
single step. 

Old-stagers South Melbourne and the brash newcomers from Cariton have come by 
quite different routes to this one very special destination. 

For both this particularly treacherous journey, which began some 216 days, 190 
games and 534 Ericsson Cup goals ago, has almost reached its conclusion. 

When the Newcastle Breakers and Adelaide Sharks kicked off the 1997/98 
campaign on an early October night at Topper Stadium in Newcastle last year all 14 
Ericsson Cup member clubs were ready to stake a claim for the national title. 
Along the way hopes were dashed, bubbles burst, dreams died, form ebbed and 
flowed and at the end of the trail only South Melbourne and Carlton remained in 
the contest. 

Finally, the trail ends here, tonight, in an historic first night grand final and the first 
all-Melbourne affair since South clashed with the Melbourne Knights at this stadium 
in a memorable culmination to the 1990/91 season. 

Heavyweights South Melbourne have been waiting in the wings for two weeks, since 
taking the minor premiership and winning both legs of the major semi final against 
the Blues. 

Well rested and primed to finally lay to rest the spectre of some galling finals failures 
in the season's since that 1991 championship, South Melbourne has reeked of 
championship potential since opening day. 

Some say it is South Melbourne's destiny that the title returns to Bob Jane Stadium, 
As a player Angie Postecoglou was a youngster in South’s first title win in 1984, 
some seven years after the national league was formed. 

Postecoglou was the skipper of the 1991 team which returned to the winner's dais 
seven years later. 

Another seven years on and Postecogiou is head coach of a team which was in the 
top six all season long and didn’t fall lower than fourth on the ladder before virtually 
coasting to the minor premiership. 

South might be eager to scratch their seven year itch against the rookie Blues here 
at this refurbished 1956 Olympic Games venue, but Ericsson Cup history is littered 
with the corpses of great teams which stumbled at the final hurdle. 

Only twelve months ago the upstarts from Brisbane publicly executed Sydney United 
in front of over 40,000 baying Queenslanders in the biggest game of the season. 
And that was only a matter of weeks after United had strolled to one of the most 
convincing minor premiership victories in league history and were declared the best 
of good things for the 1996/97 title. 
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Anything is possible and no better example of that is this remarkable Carlton club. 
Few even contemplated the Blues making the finals in their first-ever season, let 
alone the grand final. 

Cariton exemplifies perhaps the bold new face of Australian Soccer, fully 
professional, affiliated with a powerhouse AFL club and obviously ready to take on 
the biggest and best soccer clubs in the land. 

And in their first season no less, with possibly Australia’s most pedigreed playing 
export in first year Ericsson Cup boss Eddie Krncevic at the helm and having already 
taken this rookie club further into the play-offs than has ever been achieved before 
by a first year club in 22 seasons of the national league. 

In stark contrast to Carlton's mere 29 Ericsson Cup games, South Melbourne is one 
of only three remaining league ever-presents since the national competition kicked- 
off in 1977. 

This will be South Melbourne's 613th Ericsson Cup championship game in this the 
club's eleventh final campaign in the search for an elusive third national title. 
South Melbourne have played in more finals than Cariton has played in total in any 
competition, yet the starkly contrasting backgrounds of both clubs are innexorably 
linked on this, the biggest day on the domestic soccer calender. 

Perennial finalists South Melbourne bring their huge and passionate ‘blue and 
white’ army of supporters to the big day with hopes of a new chapter in a proud club 
history being written. 

While the club has radically altered its public face in recent years, in many ways 
South Melbourne is still steeped in both its own and the league’s grandest 
traditions, the Melbourne giant having built success on success through more than 
two generations of supporters since the foundation stones were laid for the club by 
Greek migrants in the 1950's. 

Just seeing the famous blue jerseys of South Melbourne run out tonight in front of 
what is certain to be a packed house at Olympic Park rekindles memories of some 
of the all-time greats to have represented this proud club. 

As club captain and 300-game veteran the sublimely skilled Paul Trimboli is 
determined to carry on that wonderful tradition. 

It's South Melbourne and Carlton head to head in the 191st and most important 
clash of the 97/98 campaign. 

In around two hours time one of those teams will be walking out of here as Ericsson 
Cup champions; the other team will simply walk out of here. 

May the best team win. 
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Become a member of the South Melhourne Soccer Club & be part 
of a winning formula. 


Will we ever see the likes of that one very special day again, 
when an Australian club record crowd of over 40,000 almost burst 
the seams of Suncorp Stadium for the 1996/97 Ericsson Cup Grand 
Final? 

Nearly 12 months down the track and the culmination of the 
Ericsson Cup season is almost upon us again, with the biggest day 
of the 1997/98 domestic calendar set to be decided on May 17. 

And while this years championship decider will be hard pressed 
to match the box office success in Brisbane last year, grand final day 
is always something special - even if the actual game itself is 
sometimes an anti-climax after the build-up. 

That sense of anticipation is always there as that one day of 
the year dawns, the carnival atmosphere on the way to the ground 
and those heart-pounding minutes before the game as the national 
anthem is played and invariably the biggest crowd of the season 
roars its approval in anticipation of a new chapter in Ericsson Cup 
history being written. 

Legends are made and hearts are broken on grand final day 
and there can surely be few emotions more intense than seeing your 
team run out to do battle in the big one - the national grand final. 

Last season Brisbane fans got the chance to revel in the sights 
and sounds of the most glamorous event on the domestic calendar 
and didn't the locals turn on one special day, with much of the city 
polarised behind the Queenslanders as they hosted tearaway minor 
premiers and favorites, Sydney United. 

The Suncorp Stadium roar as the Strikers hit the paddock for 
the first time was spine-tingling, and the wall of noise didn't subside 
all afternoon as prodigal son and Aussie soccer legend Frank Farina 
led the Brisbane upstarts to a dramatic 2-0 win. 

Goals from the first-year player-coach and fellow veteran Rod 
Brown in a 20-minute period after half-time sunk United and 
ensured the first-ever grand final to be played outside the 
Melbourne-Sydney-Adelaide axis was a rousing success. 

Only two years earlier a similarly parochial and vocal - if 
somewhat smaller - crowd packed Adelaide's Hindmarsh Stadium 
for a communal celebration of that city's first grand final in a decade. 
against old adversaries and legendary grand final chokers, the 
Melbourne Knights. 

Between the first summer season in 1989/90 and that 
1994/95 grand final Adelaide City had been the league's 
superpower. All Adelaide was geared up to rejoice in the club's first 
back-to-back title success and send retiring three-time 
championship-winning coach Zoran Matic out in style. What a 
shame for South Australia that the Knights spoiled what might have 
been one hell of a party. 

The Melbourne Knights stormed home to celebrate an historic 
drought-breaking victory of their own, with a 2-0 win ending a run of 
shattering grand final defeats in the 1990s. 

Inspirational skipper Andrew Marth's memorable match- 
opening goal was as good as any in grand final history and certainly 
sweet revenge for his own personal heartbreak of 1991, 1992 and 
1994. 

Led by Marth, the only survivor of the Knights’ first grand final 
team of 1991, those remarkable Knights went back to the big one 
again in 1995/96, with the grand final returning to Melbourne. 
Knights fans were given the chance to savour the thrill of landing 
back-to-back titles for the first time since Marconi repeated in the 
winter campaigns of 1988 and 1989. 

This time the opponent was Marconi, but Marth scored a 
record-breaking third all-time grand final goal to once again break 
the game open and the Knights eventually coasted to a 2-1 win. 

The Knights have featured in eight of the past nine finals series 
and have won two of the five grand finals they've contested in that 


same period to stamp the Victorian club as one of the best-ever at 
this level. 

Similarly, the Adelaide City finals story has become part of 
Ericsson Cup folklore, the Zebras having played in the past eight 
consecutive finals series, culminating in two titles from a record- 
breaking four consecutive grand finals between 1992 and 1995. 

Some of those Adelaide City-Melbourne Knights games are 
now considered classics, and over more than a decade of fantastic 
finals football the stars of those two clubs and other legends of the 
Ericsson Cup have given the league a tradition all of its own. 

Looking back, some of the greatest moments in league history 
have held us spellbound at grand final time. 

By 1984 the league had sensibly adopted the finals series 
concept for the first time and just in time for Melburnians to 
celebrate the end of a frustrating run of title misses since the 
national competition was formed in 1977. 

Mighty South Melbourne rode the luck of the brave during the 
play-off series - going behind twice in the Southern Division Grand 
Final - before starting a long run of grand final outs for UTS Olympic 
in the two-legged national play-off. 

Even in the first leg of the grand final the Blues had to come 
from behind, Mark Koussas putting Olympic ahead after five minutes 
before South Melbourne went on to win both games 2-1 and bring 
the title to Victoria for the first time. 

In one of the greatest finals stories ever told the Melbourne 
Zebras, under canny John Margaritis, took the big one in 1985. 

In just the second year of the club's Ericsson Cup life it took 
some audacious Margaritis juggling even to get his side into the 
main play-off, his side scoring two goals in the last six minutes of the 
Southern Division Grand Final to edge out unlucky Preston. 

The Zebras were then faced with the might of the four-time 
champion (but now defunct) Sydney City, with Fab Incantalupo 
etching his name into finals history by scoring the only goals of both 
games of the two-legged play-off, just enough to secure successive 
1-0 wins in probably the biggest grand final upset. 

Nineteen eighty-six was Matic's first year at Adelaide City and 
his SA Zebras - even back then featuring the likes of Alex Tobin, Serg 
Melita and Joe Mullen - had never been to the play-offs before. 

In what has since proved to be a harbinger of things to come, 
Adelaide City took the major prize - again at the expense of Olympic 
- by bouncing back from a first leg defeat to win in front of a then- 
record 14,000 Sydney crowd. 

Apia Leichhardt won the league's last ‘first-past-the-post’ 
championship reinstated for one year in 1987, before the finals 
series concept returned in 1988. The fans responded at the box 
office in time to watch a Marconi dynasty take shape in the now 
single division national league. 

That year a grand final cracker went down to the wire as 
Marconi shared four goals with Sydney United before the game went 
to penalties. 

in the shootout it was left to championship veteran Tony 
Henderson to net Marconi's winner with his last kick in his last game 
for the club where he held the games-played record until recently. 

Marconi returned to the big one in 1989, this time taking on 
desperate Olympic in front of the league's first-ever 20,000-plus 
crowd, 

Zlatko Nastevski's winning goal - the only strike of the game - 
came a full 92 minutes in, capping a dramatic game between the 
league's greatest rivals of the era. 

In the first summer season of 1989/90 Marconi was back yet 
again and once more the Fairfielders were to battle out a grand final 
game against three-time losers Olympic. 

An Ericsson Cup record crowd of over 26,000 fans packed 


Parramatta Stadium to see if Olympic could break its drought and 
become the first team to win the title through the cut-throat 
elimination route or whether Marconi would join Sydney City with 
three successive titles, last achieved in 1980 through 1982. 

With current Sydney United striker Abbas Saad in blistering 
form Olympic finally broke through in surely one of the most 
passionate grand finals of all time. 

In 1990/91 Victorians got a taste of a cross-town grand final 
for the first time as 23,318 fans packed Olympic Park to see South 
Melbourne come from behind to down the Melbourne Knights on 
penalties. 

A dramatic late equaliser from Joe Palatsides saved the Blues 
in a 1-1 draw and started the Knights on a heart-breaking run of 
outs in the biggest game of the year. 

The grand final was back in Melbourne in 1991/92, the Knights 
going through to the big game as minor premiers for the second 
time in succession and facing off against Adelaide City. 

Again the game went to penalties and again the Knights were 
rolled, this time 4-2 in a shoot-out to an Adelaide team which had 
become the third team in four years to win the title after coming 
through from the elimination final. 

Adelaide was forced to travel to the big game again in 92/93, 
this time going to Sydney to face Frank Arok’s young guns from 
Marconi. But this time, flying the elimination final route was too 
much for the South Australians as Marconi’s pugnacious return to 
the big game was capped by an ugly 1-0 grand final win. 

Adelaide City set a host of records on the way to the title in 
1993/94. Matic’s team had to come from 141th on the ladder in 
January to make the finals, then rolling through from a record- 
breaking fifth placing to make it two wins from three straight grand 
finals. And again it was the luckless Knights on the receiving end of 
the defeat. 

Ironically, it was a former 
Knights player in Damian Mori 
who sealed his old club's fate with 
the only goal of the game, a 
blistering 25-metre drive destined 
to be recalled as one of the most 
stunning goals in finals history. 

Until the grand final returned 
to SA in 1994/95 fate had been 
cruel to the Knights, the 
Melbourne club that year winning 
a third minor premiership in five 
seasons, but still without a 
national title to show for their 
efforts. 

A stunning success in 
Adelaide and the follow-up effort 
in 1995/96 were enough to 
elevate the Knights into the 
realms of Ericsson Cup greatness. 

And, as legends go, few will 
be spoken of as enthusiastically 
as the one woven 12 months ago 
by those remarkable Brisbane 
Strikers, in front of the biggest 
and most enthusiastic crowd ever 
seen at this level. 

On reflection, the memory of 
that splendid May madness at 
Suncorp serves to whet the 
appetite for this season's 
blockbuster, as a marvellous 
Ericsson Cup tradition continues 
to blossom with a grand final 
format which has _ remained 
virtually constant throughout the 
13 years of title-deciding finals 
football. 

The margin between success 
and heartbreak is slight when it 


1977 Sydney City 
1978 Adelaide Sharks 
1979 “Marconi 
1980 Sydney City 


comes to grand final football. By grand final day the points 
calculations are long forgotten, goal difference is meaningless, th= 
aggregate scores don't count and the double chances have run out 

When the two best teams of the season run out for the big ons 
on May 17 there are no tomorrows for either; the winner simo 
takes it all. 

The story of the season ends here, as it should in any sporti 
contest, with the best teams engaged in direct competition on 
given day and the only way to land the prize being a victory on tr= 
scoreboard. 

Nothing else matters. 

No excuses or hard luck stories will ease the pain of tr= 
vanquished and to the winner goes the spoils, the biggest prize 
Australian domestic football. 

May the best team win. 
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Adelaide City - champions in 1993/94 


STORY RE-PRINTED COURTESY OF SOCCER AUSTRALIA MAGAZINE 


Ericsson Cup grand final details 1984 to 1996/97 


1984 (1st leg) - South Melbourne 2 (Egan 2) v UTS Olympic 1 (Koussas) Att: 10,011, at Olympic Park, Melbourne 
(2nd leg) - UTS Olympic 1 (Theadorakopoulos) v South Melbourne 2 (Crino, Yzendoorn) 
Att: 11,221, at St George Stadium, Sydney - South Melbourne won 4-2 on aggregate 


1985 (1st leg) - Sydney City 0 v Melbourne SC 1 (Incantalupo) Att: 2,491, at St George Stadium, Sydney 
(2nd leg) - Melbourne SC 1 (Incantalupo) v Sydney City 0 
Att: 7,560, at Olympic Park, Melbourne - Melbourne SC won 2-0 on aggregate 


1986 (1st leg) - Adelaide City 0 v UTS Olympic 1 (Spyridakos) Att: 12,232, at Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
(2nd leg) - UTS Olympic 1 (Johnstone) v Adelaide City 3 (Melta, Villani, Maxwell) 
Att: 14,032, at St George Stadium, Sydney - Adelaide City won 3-2 on aggregate 


1988 Marconi 2 (Calderan, Nastevski) v Sydney United 2 (Hunter, Lamond) 
Att: 17,065, at Parramatta Stadium, Sydney - Marconi won 5-4 on penalties 


1989 Marconi 1 (Nastevski) v UTS Olympic 0 Att: 23,387, at Parramatta Stadium, Sydney 
1989/90 Marconi 0 v UTS Olympic 2 (Edwards, Ironside) Att: 26,352, at Parramatta Stadium, Sydney 


1990/91 South Melbourne 1 (Palatsides) v Melb. Knights 1 (Marth) 
Att: 23,318, at Olympic Park, Melbourne - South Melbourne won 5-4 on penalties 


1991/92 Melbourne Knights 0 v Adelaide City 0 
Att: 15,463, at Olympic Park, Melbourne - Adelaide City won 4-2 on penalties 


1992/93 Marconi 1 (Harper) v Adelaide City 0 Att: 13,376, at Parramatta Stadium, Sydney 
1993/94 Melbourne Knights 0 v Adelaide City 1 (Mori) Att: 13,970, at Olympic Park, Melbourne 


1994/95 Adelaide City 0 v Melbourne Knights 2 (Marth, Spiteri) Att: 15,573, at Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 


1995/96 Melbourne Knights 2 (Marth, A.Cervinski) v Marconi Fairfield 1 (Harper) Att: 14,258, at Olympic Park, Melbou=e 


1996/97 Brisbane Strikers 2 (Farina, Brown) v Sydney United Att: 40,446, at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 


Other Ericsson Cup national champions (under first-past-the-post system) 


1981 Sydney City 
1982 Sydney City 


1983 St George 
1987 Apia Leichhardt 
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Coach 
John Nyskohus (2nd year) 


Home 
Hindmarsh Stadium, Holden St, 
Hindmarsh, SA 5007 


Last Year 
Ath 


Years in NSL 
22nd - 1977 to 1997/98 


Honours 


Champions - 1986, 1991/92 and 


1993/94 


Champions 
(South Div) - 1986 


Runners Up 
1992/93 and 1994/95 


Cup Winners 
1979, 1989 and 1991/92 


Cup Runners Up 
1978 


Finalists 
1986, 1989/90, 1990/91, 
1991/92, 1992/93, 1993/94, 


1994/95, 1995/96 and 1996/97 


Finals Record 
Pld - 33 Won-21 Drawn-1 
Lost - 11 


Ericsson Cup finals facts (to the end of 
1996/97) 


The Club 

No shocks here, as perennial finalists 
Adelaide City roll into the play-offs for a 
remarkable ninth consecutive time. 

As traditional as plum pudding at 
Christmas - and equally as unpalatable 
to those who tire of routine - the Zebras 
are never far away, having finished no 
lower than fourth since 1989. 

Adelaide City has the best win/loss ratio 
in finals of any club in Ericsson Cup 
history and has won more play-off 
games than any other club. 


Season 1997/98 


No momentum early on when several 
games were postponed, the Zebras won 


Milan Ivanovic 


seven of eight mid-year before stumbling 
through a heavy schedule of catch-up 
games. 

The Form 

In the top six for well over half the 
season, the Zebras climbed as high as 
second after coming from as low as 
1ith just before Christmas. 


The Coach 


John Nyskohus, like John Perin before 
him, knew the Zebra master plan initiated 
by Zoran Matic intimately from day one. 
Nyskohus has had his in-house critics 
this year but you can’t fault the guy on a 
record of two finals campaigns in two 
seasons in charge. 
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Key Players 

Zebra skipper Alex Tobin has played in 
more finals games than any player in ~ 
league history and team-mate Damian 
Mori is now arguably the most potent 
goalscorer in regular season and play- 
off history. 

That is not a bad pedigree to build a 
team around. 

Prospects 

Write ‘em off at your peril. 

The Zebras always get past the first 
week of the finals and usually go further, 
although this year’s team hasn't the 
genuine class of the truly great Zebra 
teams of the early 1990s. 


Adelaide City 


No. Name Pos. DOB Total gme_ fTotalgis 97/98 gme 97/98 gis 
1 Jason Petkovic G 1/12/72 120 O07 23 e) 

2 Bradley Armour Da 29/6/7279 7 3 20 1 

3 _ Mark Yates D 17/2/73 91 i i 1 

4 Milan Ivanovic S__—21/12/60 20F ae ee mes) 0 

5 Alex Tobin (c) D _—-3/1 1/65 371 a i ———— A) ————— 
6 Angelo Costanzo M 9/5/76 69. 0 22 0) 

7 Damian Mori Fo BOT/7O. = 220 110 22 18 

8 Bradley Hassell M 25/4/74 126. _ 33 15 1 

9 ~_ Dino Mennillo Ms 22/8/75 TT 13 19S 4 

10 JohnGibson = M 10/2/70 237 — 36..—i“‘(i‘( es LSS 2 ant 
11 Kris Trajanovski F 19/2/72 173, ee) 23 3 

12 Michael Brooks F 24/3/71 103 19 ~ 122 7 

13 Mark Brazzale M 13/9/69 449) 14 9 OO 
15 Travis Dodd F 6/1/80 = 28 0 vib —eonme 

16 _ Ross Verschoor_ D 3/6/78 3 0 eel a fe) 

17 Michael Pirone =D 3/6/78 11 = Oly gee 4 _0 

18 ~~ Scott Thomas M 19/8/74 6B ; 3 22 G. 
19 —_— Michael Cartwright =D _3/8/79 ) 0) Oi _ eee. 7 
20 Anthony Breaden G 1/3/79 0 Oo. ie) 0 

21 ~_Nick Sabljak M _ 9/1/80 205 = 1 10 1 = 
22 _leslie Pogliacomi = G 3/5/76 22 ie) ie) 0 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


All figures correct to the end of round 23, 1997/98 
Note - All player stats up to and including round 23 of the 1997/98 season, with games totals including appearances as substitute. 


Hall of Fame 


Current Adelaide City skipper Alex Tobin holds the remarkable record of 
having played in every single finals game in which his club has 
competed in at this level, and needless to say his 33 play-off games is 
an Ericsson Cup record. 

Tobin's current team-mate Damian Mori and Brisbane veteran Frank 
Farina, who hit one of his side's two goals in last year's grand final, 
share the record for most finals goals scored, with their totals of seven 
equalling the mark set previously by Marshall Soper. 


All Time Best 


Adelaide City has played in the most finals games in league history, the 
Zebras’ total of 33 play-off games just edging fellow league 
heavyweights UTS Olympic, South Melbourne and Marconi. 


Best of the Best 


Counting dual-legged grand finals (1984 to 1986) as one game, one- 
time Adelaide City team-mates Alex Tobin, Joe Mullen and Serg Melta 
each have a share of the all-time record of five Ericsson Cup Grand 
Final appearances, along with Melbourne Knights skipper Andrew Marth. 
The Adelaide City trio, along with former Marconi skipper lan Gray, are 
the only players to boast three grand final wins. 


Sudden Death 


Although it was not required in its first year, sudden-death extra-time, or 
the golden goal ruling, was introduced to decide finals in the case of a 
draw over 90 minutes for season 1995/96. 

Last season produced the first finals game to be decided in such a 
manner, when Adelaide City and Marconi were locked at 3-3 after the 

he second leg of their elimination final before Zebra Michael Musitano 
Damian Mori scored a 95th minute overtime game-winner. 


1i 


Cariton 


Roux 


Coach 
Eddie Krncevic (1st year) 


Home 
Optus Oval, Royal Parade, Carlton 
North, VIC 3054 


Last Year 
Not applicable 


Years in NSL 
ist - 1997/98 


Honours 
Not applicable 


Finals Record 
Not applicable 


Ericsson Cup finals facts (to the end of 
1996/97) 


The Club 

The league’s newest club, Carlton has 
broken new ground by making the finals 
in their very first season in the Ericsson 
Cup. 

That in itself is a huge achievement and 
a wonderful tribute to the visionaries 
who worked so hard to turn the concept 
of a truly professional club based in 
Melbourne into a reality. 


Season 1997/98 


Carlton has gone through three distinct 
phases this year, with their success 
set up as they rode in on a wave of 
enthusiasm and went undefeated in 
the opening seven games. 


Simon Colosimo 


A mid-year slump was arrested by some 
personnel changes, and by late season 
the Blues were producing some of their 
best results of the campaign. 

The Form 

Carlton slipped out of the top six only 
once during the year - and that was 
merely for a week - and at one stage 
topped the table. 

The Coach 

Eddie Krncevic is still probably 
Australia’s best-ever playing export and 
clearly he has learned plenty under the 
guidance of some of Europe's finest 
coaches during his spell of more than a 
decade as a professional football 
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journeyman. 
Key Players 

Revitalised John Markovski, one of the 
game’s most instinctive talents, is the 
gun go-to man, but credit unheralded 
goalkeeper Dean Anastasiadis and 
skipper Sean Douglas for anchoring 2 
sound defensive unit. 

The creative stuff comes via scheming 
midfielders Lubo Lapsansky and 
Kresimir Marusic. 

Prospects 

As is the historical requirement at this 
Stage of the season, a defensively very 
sound Cariton team looms as a real 
‘smokey’ in the series. 


Carlton 


No. Name Pos. DOB Total gme_ Total gis 97/98 gme 97/98 gis 
1 _—sDeanAnastasiadis_ G 6/6/70 104 i) : 23 a 
2 Robert Trajkovski =D 24/7/72 83 ae Sd 19 a). 
3 Marcus Stergiopoulos U 12/6/73 98 2 21 0 
= Alan Hunter D 30/7/64 343 54 6 fe) 
5 Sean Douglas (c) _—D 8/5/72. «49 1 23 0 
6 Con Anthopoulos OD ___ 20/5/76 53 3 20 2 
' 7 Kresimir Marusic = M 23/11/69 51 - —_— ie) = 
8 _ Andy Vargas M — 20/10/78 6 te) 6 0 
9 Daniel Allsopp _ F_ 10/8/78 36 5 16 3 ee 
10 _—LuboLapsansky ™M 9/5/72 100 9g 20 4 
11 Andy Viahos F 20/4/76 79 1S) 23 7 
12 ~~ SimonColosimo _—iOD 8/1/79 a4 1 14 1 
13 _ Vince Grella M__5/10/79 33 2 19° 1 
| 14 ~~ John Markovski _ ec 15/4/70 284 __ 88 ___8 8 
15° David Cervinski S 8/11/70 122 8 17 1 
| 16 ~—BrankoBacak = =—s_—§s FC 5/2/78 AB 0 __ a4 ) 
17. ~—_—— Mark Atkinson _ M 16/2/70 23 1 23 1 
18 _ David DellaRocca_ OD 19/1/78 6 0 7 6 a e) F 
19 Pece Siveski Dy, iM fe) it 0 - 
20 Adrian Cagalj_ _& 16/2/76 Oi 0) 0 0 
21 David Grbac a ae | 0 1 0 
22 _ Alex Josefovski F 4 1 4 i 
23 _—MarcoBresciano_ —s- FF 7 0) 7 0 
24 _ Cameron Pino M 1 0 1 0 
25 Adrian Cervinski F 14/71/73 83 39 3 0 ~ 
26 Vlado Mirkovic _ M 2 ! 2 1 


All figures correct to the end of round 23, 1997/98 
Note - All player stats up to and including round 23 of the 1997/98 season, with games totals including appearances 
as substitute. 


On a Roller-coaster 


Prior to Brisbane's inexplicable record-shattering 
slump from last season’s championship to a dismal 
12th on the ladder in 1997/98, the worst fall from 
title-winning grace was by Apia Leichhardt in 1988, 
when they slumped to 11th after winning the title 
just a year earlier. 

The most meteoric rise was performed by Adelaide 
City in 1986, when they won the title after finishing 
the previous campaign in ninth place. 

Two teams, the 1993/94 Melbourne Knights and 
Marconi of 1995/96, have come from tenth the 
previous year only to lose the grand final. 


Rookies 


The youngest player to appear in a finals game was 
John Markovski, who was just 16 years and five 
months old when he played for Sunshine George 
Cross in the 1986 Southern Division Elimination Final. 
The youngest player to appear in a grand final- 
winning team was Marconi's Ufuk Talay, who was 
16 years and 11 months of age when he came off 
the bench during his club’s 1992/93 win over 
Adelaide City. 


Marconi Fairfield 


Coach 
Zoran Matic (ist year) Ex - 
Adelaide City & Collingwood 


Home 
Marconi Stadium, Marconi Rd, 
Bossley Park, NSW 


Last Year 
5th 


Years in NSL 
22nd - 1977 to 1997/98 


Honours 
Champions - 1979, 1988, 1989 
and 1992/93 


Runners up - 1977, 1989/90 and 


1995/96 

Runners up (North Div) - 1985 
Minor premiers - 1989, 1989/90 
and 1995/96 

Cup winners - 1980 

Cup runners up - 
and 1996/97 
Top 4 Cup runners up - 1978 
Finalists - 1978, 1979, 1980, 


1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 


1989, 1989/90, 1990/91, 


1992/93, 1993/94, 1995/96 and 


1996/97 


Finals Record 
Pld - 30 Won-13 Drawn- 6 
Lost - 14 


Ericsson Cup finals facts (to the end of 
1996/97) 


1977, 1991/92 


Brad Maloney 


Club History 


The Club 

Marconi has played in more 
than any club in Jeague hist 
boasts four league tities, vera 
consistently successful period spanning 
the 1970s, 1980s and 1990 
Success is expected, if not 
by a club which is proudly known as the 
‘Rolls Royce’ club of Australian soccer. 
Season 1997/98 

It's hard not to draw comparisions 
between Marconi this year and the team 
coached to an unexpected success by 
Frank Arok in 1992/93. 

The story is remarkable similar. 

Marconi, which treats success like 4 
birthright, drafted in the wily and 
experienced Arok to mould what was 


Tinais Series 


then a team woven from some veterans, 
a couple of hand-picked imports and some 
impressive newcomers. Arok won them a 
grand final in his first season and it 
would not come as any great surprise to 
see Zoran Matic do the same. 

The Form 

Marconi lurched between third and tenth 
on the ladder over the course of the 
season, but spent over half the season 
in the top six after overcoming a 
seemingly fatal mid-season slump when 
they won just once in eight games. 
The Coach 


Matic has emphatically answered the 
critics who jumped off his bandwagon 
following his involvement in the 
Collingwood debacle fast season. 
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He has followed up by turning wi 
considered one of Marconi’s weakest 
playing squads in a decade into a tt 
contender, 

Key Players ‘ 
Brad Maloney has developed into é 
leader destined to be recalled favor 
alongside the many champions wit! 
lineage to this club. 

Domenic Longo is all class, rookie 
goalkeeper Ante Covic has been a 
revelation and Mark Babic was an 
invaluable pre-season signing. 
Prospects 

Marconi was embarrassed out of the 
finals last year but comes bouncing 6 
with a team hitting form at the right 
time - in classical Zoran Matic fashic 


Marconi Fairfield 


No. Name Pos. DOB Totalgme  fTotalgis 97/98 gme 97/98 gis 
1 Ante Covic G 13/6/75 18 @) 18 0 
2 Michael Cunico M 17/3/79 0 0 0 0 
5. Mark Babic D 24/4/T3 170 2 18 @) 
4 Mario Ansaldi S 7/8/65 3 0 3 0 
5 Domenic Longo M 23/8/70 104 4 14 1 
6 Luke Casserly U 11/12/73 107 2 21 ) 
7 Christian Care M 21/3/79 22 2 22 2 
Darren McDonald M 1/3/76 24 @) Le 0 
9 M. Van Cuylenberg ™M 30/7/79 14 6) 11 0 
10 Brad Maloney (c) M 19/1/72 180 38 22 7 
i1 Luke Tomich F 4/12/79 10 QO) -_ 10 - 0 
12 Manis Lamond F 14/9/61 272 52 0 
a3 Song-Chul Yoon F 4 6) 4 0 
14 Buddy Farah D 18/8/78 0 8) 0 
i5 Terry Palapanis M 2 0 2 0 
16 Zeljko Babic F 3/4/76 87 20 19 4 
17 Francis Awaritefe F 18/4/64 250 98 18 2 
18 Jane Talcevski M 29/8/78 0 ¢) 0 6) 
19 Brendan Renaud M 21/8/73 95 12 22 2 
20 Mike Gibson G 1/3/63 260 1 5 0 
21 Paul Souris S$ 2/8/71 123 it 12 0 
22 Pen Kuen-Kim D 13 4 13 te 
23 Viado Zoric M 30/7/71 78 12 23 6 
26 Gabriel Mendez M 70 44 11 1 
28 Mike Smith M 90 15 2 0 
29 Chad Gibson “M 19 4, 0 


All figures correct to the end of round 23, 1997/98 
jote - All player stats up to and including round 23 of the 1997/98 season, with games totals including appearances 
as substitute. 


shoot outs 


nalty shoot-out to decide a final was set in 
in to toppie Olympic in the 1985 Northern Division 
1 airfielders equalled that in the 1990/91 Elimination 
with the Parramatta Eagles before winning the 
hoot-out 7-6. 
- 


RICSSORD 


By sauctoate 


1) has come from to win the title is fifth, with UTS 
ifth-place in 1989/90 and Adelaide City following 


\delaide City (1991/92) are the only other sides 
| the elimination final route to win the big one, 
through from fourth on the ladder at the end of the 


Rai ang Goals 


best aggregate win in a two-legged final was produced by Marconi in 
1992/93, when it beat South Melbourne 1-0 in the away leg of the major 
semi-final before romping to a 7-0 victory in the return game to produce a 
stunning 8-0. aggregate. 

Awantefe That 7-0 win is also a single game finals record score and record margin. 
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ye, Albert Park, VIC 


Last Year 


3rd 


Years in NSL 


Honours 
Champio 184 1990/91 


unners up - 1981 

Minor premiers - 1992/93 

Minor premiers (South Div) - 1984 
and 1985 

Cup winners - 1989/90 and 

1 


995/96 


Finals Record 
Pid - 29, Won - 11, Drawn - 5, 


The Club the league's top rated offence blast to third last 


th South Melbour to thet f favoritism in 19 


So closé 


opening day, where t s to st Key Players 


ill season long and cement a nt With tl 


the deepest bench in the le 


y nal 5 ' " S 
de é ne before and a coach who rotates his play¢ 
; rm Despite st s from P 
the t 7; ' Ile 3 té 
, ¥y his 

one 0 ) 

1816) Sk "I sf 

t The Form 

formed linals, league leaders for the expenence. 
He was the club captain seven years second half of the seasor Prospects 

, their second tite = premiers and the best goals : Very hot at times, but prone to givin 


after beating the i the 1990/91 ___ record in the comp C away some unlikely goals at the most 
Grand Fir x z ‘: 
Grand Fina The Coach inappropriate moments. Souths blast 


Saven ve sm and Pnc ; P : . P 
Seven years on and Pos and through the regular season but cant 


Media-friendly, astute 


coached the same tean innovative afford to cough up easy goals if the 
the ladder na vic S ( 
Season 1997/98 of it C 

A wemendous effort by any standards, as the ciut tooK over when near botton 
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South Melbourne 


No. Name Pos. DOB Total gme_ fTotalgis 97/98 gme 97/98 gis 
1 Michael Petkovic G 16/7/76 68 oe 22 0 
2 Steve losifidis M 28/12/73 56 Oa 15. 8) 
3 Fausto De Amicis S 26/6/68 166 4 22 6) 
4 Nick Orlic D 6/8/70 117 10 15 1 
5 Con Blatsis D 6/7/77 61 4 19 Z 
6 David Clarkson M 1/2/68 433 12 20 2 
7 Steve Panopoulos M 23/6/75 102 18 20 3 
8 Vaughan Coveny F 12/12/71 143 40 23 5 
9 Paul Trimboli (c) F 25/2/69 312 92 17 10 
10 Michael Curcija F 27/6/77 58 16 20 5 
11 Bill Damianos M 18/4/77 83 é fl Pdi 4 
i2 Con Boutsianis U 27/12/71 157 52 20 6 
13 Jason Polak M 9/1/68 188 16 0 6) 
15 Goran Lozanovski M 11/1/74 138 41 17 3 
i6 Tansel Baser D 17/4/78 46 0 20 0 
17 John Anastasiadis M 13/8/68 43 8 21 8 
18 Robert Liparoti D 2/4/78 6 0 5 @) 
19 George Goutzioulis M 18/1/78 16 2 13 2 
20 Chris Jones G 1 0) 1 8) 
22 Frank Catalano M 13 0 5 O 
figures correct to the end of round 23, 1997/98 
iote - All player stats up to and including round 23 of the 1997/98 season, with games totals including appearances 


s substitute. 


On the Mark 


The most goals by an individual in 
one finals senes ts four, achieved 
twice, by Stuart Stevenson for 
Heidelberg United in 1984 and 
equalled by Adelaide City’s Carl 
Veart in 1991/92. 

The best team goaiscoring effort in 
one series is 11, although two of 
the three sides to hit that mark 
didn’t win the title. 

South Melbourne has scored 11 in 
four finals games twice, in the title- 
winning 1984 season and again in 
1994/95, when the Lakers didn't 
even make the grand final. 

UTS Olympic scored 11 in six 
games in 1986, when beaten in 
the grand final. 


Goals Galore 


The highest single game goal 
aggregate in a final is the eight 
shared by South Melbourne and 
Preston in a 1985 Southern 
Division Preliminary Final 4-4 
thriller, eventually won by Preston 
on penalties. 


to De Amicis Paul Trimboli 
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SOCCER CLUB 


Coach 
David Mitchell (1st year) Ex - UTS 
Olympic 


Home 


Parramatta Stadium, O'Connell St, 


Parramatta, NSW 


Last Year 
2nd 


Years in NSL 
15th - 1984 to 1997/98 


Honours 
Runners up - 1988 and 1996/97 
Minor premiers - 1996/97 


Minor premiers (North Div) - 1986 


Cup winners - 1987 

Cup runner up - 1993/94 
Finalists - 1985, 1986, 1987, 
1988, 1993/94, 1994/95, 
1995/96 and 1996/97 


Finals Record 
Pld- 19 Won-7 Drawn- 3 
Lost - 9 


Ericsson Cup finals facts (to the end of 
1996/97) 


The Club 

The club's painful five-year absence 
from finals action after the 1988 grand 
final was disappointing enough, only to 
be followed up by a succession of early 
round finals exits and culminating in a 
shattering grand final defeat just 12 
months ago. 

The expectations were high for an end 
to the club’s heart-breaking 
championship drought as United went in 
to the finals as runaway minor premiers, 
only for the party to be spoiled by the 
upstarts from Brisbane. 


Season 1997/98 


United’s efforts this season were nothing 
short of extraordinary, given that six of 


| 


David Mitchell 


last year’s grand final starting eleven 
departed the club completely, along with 
several other lesser lights. 

Despite player-coach David Mitchell, a 
star turn in early games, also missing 
the second half of the season with 
injury, the revamped United line-up 
produced a minor miracle. 

The Form 

United managed to stay in the top three 
for most of the regular season and held 
top spot for a considerable amount of 
time before Mitchell's injury appeared to 
slightly unsettle the team. 

The Coach 

David Mitchell has been a revelation as 
a senior coach, given that he had to 
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virtually rebuild a team in his first full 
season in that role, and UTS Olympic, 
the club he linked up with on returning 
to Australia last year, must be kicking . 
themselves for not having done more to 
try to retain his services. 

Key Players 

The injured Mitchell aside, fellow veteran 
Abbas Saad must be noted for his 
invaluable contribution up front. 

Skipper Paul Bilokapic is the mainstay 
and kids like Jacob Burns and Jason 
Culina have really stepped up this year. 
Prospects 

They've defied the critics all season 
long, so who's to say the roll won't 
continue? 


>crard Plesa (left) and Peter Bennett 


/ 

No. Name Pos. DOB Total gme__ fTotalgis 97/98 gme 97/98 gis 

1 Zeljko Kalac G 141 fe) 15 fe) 
2 David Barrett D 21/2/69 212 10 13 1 
3 Velimir Kupresak D 1/9/63 194 44 20 ue 
5 Richard Plesa D 8/1/76 46 2 16 1 
6 Joe Vrkic S 31/8/76 52 0 22 ) 
7 Robbie Hooker U 6/3/67 311 19 19 a 
8 Marcus Phillips M 17/10/73 16 2 16 2 
9 Michael Santolab M 1 ik 0) 
10 Abbas Saad U 1/12/67 169 52 21 8 
11 David Mitchell F 13/6/62 94 32 10 5 
12 Azur Mujanovic M 16/9/70 is 0) vi 0 
13 Stuart Munro D 15/9/62 16 0) 16 (0) 
14 Joe Moric D 25/5/78 3 fe) | (6) 
15 Jason Culina M 5/8/80 31 2 16 at; 
16 Dean Culina S 2/2/78 3 0 6) ) 
5 iy Paul Bilokapic (c) M 8/8/76 89 8 24, 6 
18 Jacob Burns D 2/4/78 26 2 21 2 
20 Andrew Crews G 18/8/73 14 ce) 8 o= 
21 Mark Rudan D 27/8/75 51 6 4 ) 
22. _— Mile Sterjovski Bi 27/5/79 8 ie) 6 ) 
23 Tom Maric D 12/8/77 0 10) 0) 6) 
24 Mario Jermen M 8/8/76 61 17 9 1 
25 Domenic Usalj M 22/8/74 14. ) 1 ) 
26 Marin Galic M 4 0 4 0 
27 Nick Bosevski F 23 2 st EY 2 
28 Peter Bennett D 67 st: 20 6) 
All figures correct to the end of round 23, 1997/98 
Note - All player stats up to and including round 23 of the 1997/98 season, with games totals including appearances 
as substitute. 
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The Venues 


Fifteen different venues have been used to host 
championship games, with Melbourne's Olympic Park having 
hosted the most (42), along with St George Stadium (20), 
Parramatta Stadium (20), Hindmarsh Stadium (11), Marconi 
Stadium (9), Sydney's Croatian Sports Centre (3), Melbourne 
Knights Stadium (3), Suncorp Stadium (3), Adelaide Oval (2) 
and Adelaide's Football Park, Norwood Oval, Brandon Park, 
Leichhardt Oval, Bob Jane Stadium and Gippsland's Falcons 
Park all getting one game each. Melbourne’s Olympic Park 
has hosted the most grand finals (6). 


So Close 


South Melbourne might now be recalled as the team 
which dominated the decade, but for a remarkable and 
heart-breaking string of finals losses in the 1990s. They 
have missed out on five out of six grand finals by just a 
single game. 

Since winning the 1990/91 grand final the Lakers have 
made it as far as the preliminary final five times, only to 
lose on every occasion. 

Adelaide City knocked the Lakers out of contention in 
1991/92, 1992/93 and 1993/94, with the Melbourne 
Knights (1994/95) and Sydney United (1996/97) repeating 
the dose. 


Wollongong City 


Wew.cenacons 


Coach 


Nick Theodorakopoulos (3rd year) 


Home 


Brandon Park, Squires Way, Fairy 


Meadow, NSW 


Last Year 
10th 


Years in NSL 
17th - 1981 to 1986, 1988 to 
1997/98 


Honours 
Minor premiers - 1988 


Finalists - 1982, 1988, 1991/92 


and 1992/93 


Finals Record 
Pld-6 Won-1 Drawn- 1 
Lost - 4 


Ericsson Cup finals facts (to the end of 
1996/97) 


Alvin Ceccoli 


Club History 


The Club 


Even when Wollongong City stunned the 
nation and won the 1988 minor 
premiership there was no escaping the 
tag carried by the club throughout its 
history as the grafting battlers of the 
league. 

With only a couple of brief flirtations with 
the finals in the early 1990s to boast of 
since 1988 - when, by the way, the 
Wolves failed to make it to the grand 
final - it took until this season to 
commence the task of changing the 
dour public image of the club. The 
promise of last season has been delivered 
by the free-scoring Wolves of 1997/98. 


Season 1997/98 


Wollongong City's lively brand of football 
managed to get the fans back to 


Brandon Park in such numbers that the 
Wolves home average for 1997/98 was 
a club all-time best. 

Since losing the first two games of the 
season the Wolves haven't looked back 
and hadn't lost two on the trot again by 
late in the season. 


The Form 


Great at home but often sluggish on the 
road, Wollongong slumped to 13th after 
two early defeats before turning into one 
of the more consistent teams in the 
league. 


The Coach 


Regarded merely as a stop-gap measure 
when he was appointed mid-way 
through the 1995/96 season, Nick 
Theodorakopoulos has proved the 
doubters wrong. 
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In his first full year the Wolves promised 
plenty before crashing late-season, but 
the momentum has carried into 
1997/98 under one of coaching's 
hottest young guns. 


Key Players 


Matt Horsley has been one of the class 
acts at Wollongong for years, maturing 
Scott Chipperfield leads a multi-pronged 
attack, Anthony Surjan is having a 
career-best year and newly-signed South 
Australian Kosta Salapasidis is a very 
handy aquisition. 


Prospects 


Wollongong might surprise by going deep 
into the finals action, but don't expect a 
team which hasn't won more than two in 
a row all season long to better that in 
the pressure-cooker of the finals. 


Wollongong City 


No. Name Pos. DOB Total gme_ Total gis 97/98 gme 97/98 gis 
i Brett Hughes G 17/7/70 LS OCS 13 fe) 

2 __ Raymond Younis OW 10/10/75 9 ee oe 

3. _ Alvin Ceccoli _ U 18/3/70 61 ae: = BE. = ie 3 
4 __ Robert Stanton _D 15/4/72 __198 3 20 _0 

5 Jason Connolly = —~»D1t/a70_ 49S 29 Z 

6 Matthew Horsley (c) M  —_ 17/7/70 185 23 4 

7 _ Sonny Sevin M 18/11/72 126 iE 14 S38 ———s 
8 Anthony Sujan =M 18/10/69 58) 141 22 8 

9 Sasho Dimoski E _ 15/3/70 90 Se 14 ie) — 

10 Michael Reda M 30/12/72 146 8 14 fe) 

11 Scott Chipperfield E 30/12/7539 16 23 12 a 
12 George Souris D od 0 22 6) 

13 Noel Spencer M 26/7/77 24 2 22 1 

14 Tony Perinich a a ne Oe 23 === 
15 David Huxley M 16/10/76 17 9 17 iw fe) 7 
16 Michael Kariamis ——D 10/41/73. 9 a 0 ie) fe) - - 
17 _Neil Harlock U 29/5/75 ss 33 2 7 ie) - 
18 Colin Luff : i 28/7/75 23 2 ie) : 
19 Sebastian Sinozic OD ee (oa 0 7 0 

20  AdamBrodbeck G 12/10/78 19 r OW 10 ie) 

21 Esala Masi F . 43 PLC 16 4 

22 Kosta Salapasidis i V/7/78 57 4 5 3 

23 —Ljupco Naumovski =M ——— 80 =a NR es 2 ——— 
30 _ Daniel Beltrame G 28/12/75 0 OFS 0 0) 

All figures correct to the end of round 23, 1997/98 

Note - All player stats up to and including round 23 of the 1997/98 season, with games totals including appearances 

as substitute. 


Play-Off Teams 


Twenty-one different clubs have made the play-offs in the previous 12 seasons. 

To the end of last season Marconi is the outright leader after 11 of a possible 13 play- 
off appearances. 

Teams to play in the finals are Marconi (11 times), South Melbourne (10), Melbourne 
Knights (10), UTS Olympic (9), Adelaide City (9), Sydney United (7), Wollongong City 
(3), Melbourne Zebras (3), St George (3), Heidelberg (3), Sydney City (3), Preston (2), 
Parramatta Eagles (2), Adelaide Sharks (2) and Brisbane Strikers (2), with Gippsland, 
Apia, Blacktown, Brisbane Lions, Sunshine and Melbourne City all managing a single 
crack at the play-off action. 


There nave been 117 finals matches played and a total of 319 goals have been 
scored in open play during those games, at an average of 2.73 per game. 
Of the 117 matches played 23 have gone into extra-time and 11 to penalties. 


Comebacks 


Only five dual-legged finals games have been won by a team coming from behind after 

the opening game, and until last season no team had ever overcome more than a 

single-goal deficit. 

Incredibly, Adelaide City have achieved come-from-behind dual-legged wins in finals on 

four of those occasions, with Marconi the only other team to have produced the 

improbable. 

In 1996/97 Adelaide City produced a comeback record unlikely to be challenged when 

SS ——————EEE—— a they lost the first leg of an elimination final 3-O to Marconi only to bounce back with a 
Tony Perinich remarkable 4-0 ‘golden goal’ extra-time triumph a week later to win the overall tie 4-3. 
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Given Name: _ z = Surname: 
Address: _ = 
Suburb: = om Postcode: 
Age: _. Phone (bh): = Phone (ah): 
Item: _ sn 2 . Style: ____ Size: Qty: 
Total merchandise order: $ ____ (please include $1 per item for delivery) 
TOTAL OF ORDER: De eeegeae 
If paying by cheque please make payable to: Cariton Soccer Club 
Card: Visa Bankcard Mastercard Amex Diners Other: 
Card no: Expiry: 
Signature: Cardholder name: 


OR ON SALE AT CARLTON S.C. MERCHANDISE SHOP - OPTUS OVAL MON-FRI 9-5 


A Complete Guide to all 


Record Scores 
Elimination Final 
Melbourne 5 - Morwell Falcons 1 (1994/95 2nd Leg). 
Qualifying Final 
ger played under top six system): South Melbourne 4 - Adelaide 
. 1990/91). 
Minor Semi-Final 
te City 4 - Wollongong City 0 (1992/93). 
Major Semi-Final 
Fairfield 7 - South Melbourne O (1992/93 2nd Leg). 
Preliminary Final 
Fairfield 4 - Adelaide City 1 (1995/96). 
Grand Final 
1€ City 3 - UTS Olympic 1 (1986 national play-off 2nd leg) 


Record Crowds 


Elimination Final 
3 for Marconi v UTS Olympic at Parramatta Stadium (1993/94 2nd 


Qualifying Final 
zer played under top six system): 10,446 for UTS Olympic v South 
ne at Parramatta Stadium (1991/92) 
Minor Semi-Final 
1+ 230 for Marconi v UTS Olympic at St George Stadium (1985 Nth Div) 
Major Semi-Final 
= 556 for Brisbane Strikers v Sydney United at Suncorp Stadium 
597 ist Leg) 
Preliminary Final 
7 for Adelaide City v South Melbourne at Hindmarsh Stadium 
o1 
Grand Final 
446 for Brisbane Strikers v Sydney United (1996/97)* 


the all-time best Ericsson Cup crowd, 


owest attendance for a finals game was in the 1992/93 season when 
2 fans turned out at Parramatta Stadium to see the Parramatta Eagles - 
g City clash. 


Attendance records for finals series 


Year Finals Aggregate Ave. Per 
Matches Attendance Game 
1984 14 88060 6290 
1985 14 63052 | 4504 
1986 14 86764 6197 
1988 6 43756 7293 
1989 an 54857 | _9142 - 
1989/90 6 69528 11588 
990/91 6 71914 | 11986 
1991/92 6 59422 9904 
1992/93 9 60733 | 6748 
1993/94 as 86424 __ 9603 _ 
1994/95 9 71687 | _ 7965 
1995/96 a= 68167 | 7574 
1996/97 9 99520 11058 


All-time finals goalscorers 


(clubs scored finals goals for in brackets) 


7 + M. Soper (Olympic and Parramatta) 

D. Mori (Adelaide City) 

F. Farina (Sydney City, Marconi, Brisbane Strikers) 
6 C. Veart (Adelaide City) 

F. Awaritefe (Melbourne Knights, Sth Melb. and 

Marconi) 

B. Hassell (Adelaide City) 

A. Harper (St George, Marconi) 
5 D. Lowe (Marconi) 

Z. Nastevski (Marconi) 

C. Egan (Sth Melbourne) 

S. Maxwell (Adelaide City) 

PR Wade (M.Zebras and Sth Melbourne) 


M. Petersen (Heidelberg, M.Zebras, Sth Melboume) 
A. Cervinski (Melbourne Knights) 
P. Trimboli (South Melbourne) 


All-time finals games records 
(only includes clubs appeared for in finals games and 
includes appearances off bench as substitute) 


33 =A. Tobin (Adelaide City) 
28 WM. Petersen (Sth.Melb, Melb. Zebras, Heidelberg) 


28 WM. Ivanovic (Adelaide City) 
26 J.) (Adelaide City 
25 P South Melbourne 
24 6S Ac 
F lelb, Marconi) 
23 pia and cor 
G. Olympic, Brisbane Strikers) 
22 PV Sth Melbourne and M.Zebras) 
S.N Adelaide City) 


Where the champions have come 
from on the ladder at the end of 
the home and away games 


1984 South Melbourne (1st in Sth Div) 
1985 Melbourne SC (2nd in Sth Div) 
1986 Adelaide City (3rd in Sth Div) 
1988 Marconi (4th) 

1989 Marconi (1st) 

1989/90 UTS Olympic (Sth) 

1990/91 South Melbourne (2nd) 
1991/92 Adelaide City (4th) 

1992/93 Marconi (2nd) 

1993/94 Adelaide City (5th) 

1994/95 Melbourne Knights (1st) 
1995/96 Melbourne Knights (2nd) 
1996/97 Brisbane Strikers (2nd) 


All the national league champions 


and with runners-up in brackets 
(*denotes years title decided by first past the post) 


1977 Sydney City (Marconi) * 
1978 West Adelaide (Sydney City) * 
1979 Marconi (Heidelberg) * 
1980 Sydney City (Heidelberg) * 
1981 Sydney City (South Melbourne) * 
1982 Sydney City (St George) * 
1983 St George (Sydney City) * 
1984 South Melbourne (UTS Olympic) 
1985 Melbourne Zebras (Sydney City) 
1986 Adelaide City (UTS Olympic) 
1987 Apia Leichhardt (Preston) * 
1988 Marconi (Sydney United) 
1989 Marconi (UTS Olympic) 
1989/90 UTS Olympic (Marconi) 
1990/91 South Melbourne (Melbourne Knights) 
1991/92 Adelaide City (Melbourne Knights) 
1992/93 Marconi (Adelaide City) 
1993/94 Adelaide City (Melbourne Knights) 
1994/95 Melbourne Knights (Adelaide City) 
1995/96 Melbourne Knights (Marconi) 
1996/97 Brisbane Strikers (Sydney United) 

= 
Best Individual Grand Final 
Goalscoring Performance: 


Charlie Egan - (2 goals for South Melbourne v UTS Olympic in 


1984 ist leg) 


Most Grand Final Appearances: 


5 = Alex Tobin 


= Joe Mullen 
= Serg Melta 
» Andrew Marth 


Grand Final Victories: 


3 = lan Gray 


= Alex Tobin 


= Joe Mullen 
= Serg Melita 


Most Aggregate Grand 
Final Goals: 


3 = Andrew Marth 
2 = = Charlie Egan 
= Fab Incantalupo 
= Zlatko Nastevski 
« Andy Harper 


Quickest Grand Final Goal: 


Mark Koussas - (5th minute of 1984 national play-off 1st leg for 


UTS Olympic v South Melbourne) 


Grand Final Venues: 


= Olympic Park, Melbourne 

= Parramatta Stadium, Sydney 
= St George Stadium, Sydney 

= Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
= Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 


Grand Final Host Cities: 


7 == Sydney 

6 = Melbourne 
2 = Adelaide 
1 = Brisbane 


PNW PD 


26 


Grand Final Winning Coaches: 


3 = Zoran Matic 
2 = = Berti Mariani 
1 = Frank Arok 
= Len McKendry 
= John Margaritis 
* Mick Hickman 
= Ferenc Puskas 
= Mirko Bazic 
= lan Dobson 
- Frank Farina 


Team Grand Final Appearances: 


5 = Adelaide City 
* Marconi 
= Melbourne Knights 
4 + UTS Olympic 
2 = South Melbourne 
= Sydney United 
1 = Sydney City 
= Melbourne Zebras 
= Brisbane Strikers 


Team Grand Final Wins: 


3  » Adelaide City 
* Marconi 
2 = South Melbourne 
» Melbourne Knights 
1 = = Melbourne Zebras 
= UTS Olympic 
= Brisbane Strikers 


Marston Medal Winners: 


(For best on ground in the grand final) 


1989/90 Abbas Saad (UTS Olympic) 
1990/91 Josip Biskic (Melbourne Knights) 
1991/92 Alex Tobin (Adelaide City) 

1992/93 Milan Ivanovic (Adelaide City) 
1993/94 Alex Tobin (Adelaide City) 

1994/95 Steve Horvat (Melbourne Knights) 
1995/96 Andrew Marth (Melbourne Knights) 
1996/97 Alan Hunter (Brisbane Strikers) 
Grand Final Send-Offs: 
1985 (ist leg) Murray Barnes (Sydney City) 
1986 (2nd leg) Marshall Soper (UTS Olympic) 
1988 Ivan Petkovic (Sydney Utd) 
1988 Gerry Gomez (Marconi) 
1989 Matteo Colucci (Marconi) 
Grand Final Referees: 
1984 (1st leg) Doug Rennie 


1984 (2nd leg) 
1985 (ist leg) 
1985 (2nd leg) 
1986 (ist leg) 
1986 (2nd leg) 
1988 

1989 

1989/90 
1990/91 
1991/92 
1992/93 
1993/94 
1994/95 
1995/96 
1996/97 


Chris Bambridge 
Peter Rampley 
Don Campbell 
Chris Bambridge 
Don Campbell 
Chris Bambridge 
Jim Reeves 
John Santa Isabel 
Chris Bambridge 
John McConnell 
John Fraser 
Richard Lorenc 
Eddie Lennie 
Eddie Lennie 
Simon Micallef 
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CURRENT & SUPERSEDED MODEL 
¢FORDs * HOLDENs * TOYOTAs * NISSANs ° 


¢ MITSUBISHIs * SUZUKIs « HYUNDAls ¢ 
¢ SEDANS ¢ WAGONS # VANS # UTEs # 4 x45 © 


— OF value | + Vis, 65 & 45+ AUTOS & MANUALS» 
SHINE ..IN HEATED & AIR COND SHOWROOMS INSPECT TODAY ALL CA RS 
aan: BY THOUSANDS $$$$ 


y y | 4 
7 Ds Aj h ILL 4,00 F ivi 


ty ie 
ai & 


ALL CARS MECHANICALLY auARANTEED 
¢TILL APRIL 2001 


TPHONE: A-LOAN 


PHONE NOW FOR 
NSN MaN Es | 
NO REPAYMENTS | SOUTHERN MOTORS |\ 
03 9329 8600 \ 


\~ or 8530 41004) FULLY SPONSORING mm a 


Ux FABRIC PROTECTION PLAN 


Fe NT INSPECTION AND 
Z me SOCCER \ PRE-DELIVERY SERVICE. 
= I cor ) RUST PROTECTION PLAN 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


FREE FULL TANK OF PETROL 


ESTABLISHED 1929. 68 YEARS OF TOTAL COMMITMENT TO CUSTOMER ae Pt a 2 SUPER STORES 
SOUTHERN M 0 TO Rf S| 24 pean TEL TK. MELBOURNE 


0\9329 8600 


aes DANDENONG RD.J19 FLEMINGTON 
NR DANDENONG & WARRIGAL RDS1 OPPOSITE RUM MELB HOSPITAL 


FOR OUR i TOES COW VENIENCE WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS 8.30AM-7PM 


LMCT7792 


COUNTRY & INTERSTATE-CUSTOMERS Fw Wn...0RIVE W... 
BUS IN...BUY A CAR FROM US AND WE WILL PAY YOUR TRAVEL COSTS & SUPPLY 

ONE NIGHTS LUXURY ACCOMMODATION IN DOWN TOWN MELBOURNE. WE HAVE 
TRADE. HIVES 44 AUTHORISED REPAIRERS THROUGHOUT VIC, NSW & SA. ONE NEAR YOU!! 


AISIT 


National Anthem 


Composed by ‘Amicus’ (Peter Dodds McCormick 1835-1916) 
Arranged by Squadron Leader M. A. Butcher, RAAF 


wealth for toil; Our 
wealth of ours Re- 


Ericsson Cup 1997/98 Finals Match Program Production Team 
Chief Editor - Ettore Flacco 
Editor - Greg Blake 
Sub-editor - Patrick Mangan 
Statistics and Research - Greg Blake 
Marketing - Anna Camuglia 
Photography - Sporting Pix, Robert Cianflone 
Printed in Australia by -- Aimar Press 
The Ericsson Cup 1997/98 Top Six Championship series program is 
published by Prime Advertising for Soccer Australia (the governing body 
of Australian Soccer). 


na ture’s gifts Of 


cross the seas Weve 


All correspondence to: Prime Advertising, 81-87 King William Street, 
Fitzroy, Melbourne, Victoria 3065, Australia. 
PO Box 200, Carlton South, Victoria 3053, Australia. 
Telephone: (03) 9415 1181 Facsimile (03) 9415 1187. 

All material published in the Ericsson Cup 1997/98 Top Six Championship 
series program is commissioned. However, while all care is taken, the 
publisher accepts no responsibility for material published. 
*PLEASE NOTE that most of the statistical data contained in the 1997/98 
Ericsson Cup Finals Match Program is subject to strict copyright laws and 
cannot be used or reproduced in full or part in any form without the written 
permission of the editorial staff as specified above. 
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Is Optus 


fanatical 


about 
soccer? 


_ a c 


‘yes 


s 
Together with world-wide coverage on Optus Vision, Optus is a 


proud sponsor of the Socceroos, the Optus World Soccer Series and (A 


the Ericsson Cup. Obviously, we’re mad about the world game, too. OPTUS 


All the 


Shannons Classic Vehicie 
= insurance have strongly supported 

1997/98 Results Grid soccer since eir alignment with the 
Carlton Soccer Club at the beginning 
of 1997 

Those of you who witnessed the 
World Cup matc syed al the MCG ® 
N aber la: would also have 
enjoyed 3 pai of some of 
Melbourne's great Veteran and Vintage 
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Shannons Classic Cars 
Well, on Friday 15th May, soccer 


T 


B|O ks ito lh Ino [ha lle 
PRINS [> 1 100 | G0 | 


| 


+ 


| 

4 

f 
} 


enthusiasts were again spoilt by a 
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We had Nod Kod 10 
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spectacle of Shannons Classic Cars 
through the ages on parade through 
the city of Melbourne 

Thanks to all those involved for 
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their support in providing these great * 


vehicles to show off our players 
Why don't you call Shannons for 
a classic vehicle insurance quote on 


(03) 9584 7266! 
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CUP WINNER TOP 4/5 CUP WINNER 
South Melbourne | 9 [+4 Sydney City Brisbane City No competition 
Carlton Sc l9 + 20 West Adelaide Brisbane City Sydney City 
Adelaide City | 4 [+15 Marconi Fairfield Adelaide City Sydney City 
Sydney United | 10 [+41 Sydney City Marconi Fairfield Heidelberg Utd 
Marconi Fairfield 7 +8 Sydney City Brisbane Lions No competition 
1 3 +18 Sydney City Apia Leichhardt St George 
6 +2 St George UTS Olympic No competition 
| 6 Tm5 CHAMPION CUP WINNER _ DIVISION CHAMPIONS 
| 5 Im6 South Melboume Newcastle Rosebud —_UTS Olympic & Sth Melbourme 
Adelaide Sharks 4 | m6 Brunswick Utd UTS Olympic Syd City & Brunswick Zebras 
Gippsland Falcons 7 ims Adelaide City Sydney City UTS Olympic & Adelaide City 
Brisbane Strikers 5 Im 17 CHAMPION CUP WINNER TOP 5 CUP WINNER 
Newcastle Breakers 9 'm 20 Apia Leichhardt Sydney United St George 
Canberra Cosmos 8 m 27 CHAMPION CUP WINNER ___ MINOR PREMIER 
4 Marconi Fairfield Apia Leichhardt Wollongong City 
Marconi Fairfield Adelaide City Marconi Fairfield 
UTS Olympic South Melbourne Marconi Fairfield 
South Melboume Parramatta Eagles Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide City Adelaide City Melbourne Knights 
1997/ 98 Top Goalscorers Marconi Fairfield Heidelberg United South Melbourne 
Adelaide City Parramatta Eagles Melbourne Knights 
= SS —SS= = ———— Melbourne Knights — Melbourne Knights Melbourne Knights 
149 Damian Mori (Adel. City) 10 Paul Trimboli (Sth Melbourne) Melbourne Knights — South Melbourne Marconi Fairfield 
John Anastasiadis (Sth Melb) Brisbane Strikers Collingwood Sydney United 
No competition South Melbourne 


| 14 Norm Tome (Olympic) = Ss 
——— 9 Abbas Saad (Sydney Utd) 
13 Pablo Cardozo (Adel.Sharks) Peter Buljan (Canberra) 


Andy Viahos (Carlton) 


Scott Chipperfield (Woll) All . Time 

[44 Tom Pondeljak (M.Knights) 
on ake fe bugles Top Goalscorers 
John Markovski (Carlton) 


ist Rod Brown * 137 


All th 1 2nd John Kosmina 133 
e crowds -c ub by club 3rd Marshall Soper 120 
4th Damian Mori * 111 
5th Gary Cole 109 
total home & home 6th Warren Spink 104 . 
! asc haindcanhilt | bs : 7th Frank Farina * 102 
| 60011 4616 |. 7397 v Ad.Sh__| 2236 v Woll 8th Mark Jankovics 99 
151241 | 3942, | G1U2vVSM__| 2701 v Canb | F Awaritefe * 
133499 2577 | 3547 v Mare | 1576 v Newc ey oo 
t 1209: | [53105 _ [4085 | 10632 vSM__| 1548 v Newc 10th ivan Kelic * 96 
Gippstand s742 143 [3062 5312vSM___| 1477 v SU 11th — Paul Trimboli * 92 
Marconi —__-|134035 | [63 4849 | 7362vSU_| 3286 v Newe i 
Melb.Knights (12194 | | 555% 14274 19217vSM___| 2180 v Adc 12th = Andy Harper 90 
Newcastle ) 43 _ 75 ——_—s«| 3160 5095vSM___| 2119 v SU John Markovski * 90 
Perth _ 5 | [194630 |: 14972 | 17754vSU | 11260 v Gipp 10! 
Sth Melb 6! | [81214 | 6247 10864 v Ad.C | 3356 v Woll 14th Pr-O Sonnior s 
Sydney Utd all _| 47381 3645 | 6363 v Marc__| 1419 v MK 
UTS Olympic (1209 | | 54152 | 4166 |. 7007 v Marc | 2032 v Newc * Denotes active in league in 1997/98 


Adel. Sharks 3948 13_ 49676 | 3821 10056 vAd.C_ | 1655 v Bris 
Wollongong 2 | 67 5544 7604 vAd.C | 3868 v Canb 


ADELAIDE CITY 
SOCCER CLUB 


sincerely thanks its major 
corporate sponsors for their support 
during the 1997/98 season 


ICLIPSAL 


FESTIVAL 


Carlton & United 


AUSTRALIA'S LEADING BREWER 


+ MMI 
METRO jdiciden FAIRMONT HOMES | 


Caffe PAESANO 


-Fine Italian Food- 


—— SEA AIR TRAVEL ———— 


Yea Ue. Fruvd 1998 Fully Escorted Tours a ni 


and all other very important sponsors 
in 1997/98. 


ReEMEMDVEP wren tna: 
guy was lining up a SHOT at GOAL, 


and vou UL ve TIS MISS, 


MI TSS? 


then he kicked and 


e M1 ssed. 


182 v9 you start thinking “maybe that 
appel 
ppensScause of ME. 


TQ es po har ad enough, CHEER, 
HARD ate this game will be OUTS.” 
Well, we didn’t want be_the_ones 
to break WwW to vou, but Se ¢ 
hat guy sitting 


opposite VOU? rem. 
the one holding the ‘Coke’, cheer!?2 


for the other side. Guess denned 
He’S thinking 


the SAME THING 


VOU are. 


*"Coca-Cola', ‘Always’ and the ‘Always’ logo are registered trademarks of the Coca-Cola Company” COK 4312 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD THANKS THE 
FOLLOWING SPONSORS FOR THEIR INVOLVEMENT 
WITH OUR FOOTBALL PROGRAMME IN THE 
1997/98 ERICSSON CUP 


¢ Major Sponsor * BRESCIA FURNITURE » 


ALITALIA AIRLINES * ALBERT CROCKER & SONS * ARISTOCRAT LEISURE 
INDUSTRIES PTY LTD ¢ A.G. PULIE CONCRETE TOOLS * A1 BOSSLEY PARK 
WATERPROOFING ¢ A.V. MAMMONE & SONS CONSTRUCTION * ADVANCED 
MINICRETE * ARQUILLA BULK TRADING « ASICS TIGER OCEANIA * ALBION 
STEEL PTY LTD « BING LEE PTY LTD « BARILLA PASTA * B & S WINDOWS » 
CORPORATE EXPRESS * COCA COLA BOTTLERS »* CHIPPYIS FOOD 
DISTRIBUTORS * CANTARELLA BROS. * CAVALLAROIS SWEET INDULGENCE 
* CARLTON & UNITED BREWERIES * CAVASINNI DEVELOPMENT « DIAMICI 
COLOMBO PTY LTD « ESTATE AGENTS CO-OPERATIVE * ELDERS REAL 
ESTATE * ECOLAB PTY LTD*EDENSOR PARK MEDICAL CENTRE * EZIPHONE 
CALL CARDS « FAIRFIELD ADVANCE NEWSPAPER « FAIR DEAL TRAVEL » 
FOWLER CONCRETE « FAIRFIELD FISH MARKET * FRED ROSE PTY LTD °* 
FAIRFIELD CHAMPION NEWSPAPER « GINAIS BAKERY * GENCO 
ENGINEERING PTY LTD * GALAXIAS GREEK RADIO « HANDIBUILD ° J. 
MCCARTHY PTY LTD « LINBAR INDUSTRIES * KORDEK REAL ESTATE * LIMO 
LIGHTS LIMOUSINES * MARCONI TRAVEL * LION GRAPHICS PRINTERS »* 
MARIO & SONS * MAURICE LACROIX WATCHES « MR PISA GELATO » 
MELOSI FINE FOODS « MIRABELLA INTERNATIONAL * MICHAEL ANTHONY 
JEWELLERS * MEAPRO SMALLGOODS * MARSON CONCRETE * MARATHON 
FOOD INDUSTRIES * MEDI HEARING PTY LTD * NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL 
REALTY * NATIONAL AUSTRALIA BANK ¢ ORIGINAL JUICE COMPANY * 
PRIMO SMALLGOODS « ORLANDO REAL ESTATE « OLIVERI ELECTRICAL » 
PETER WARREN GROUP « PACIFIC CONCRETE * ROBERT RUSSO * RED LEA 
CHICKEN *« RSJ HOME IMPROVEMENTS * ROBERT R ANDREWS * SCUNDI 
BROTHERS « SIP AUSTRALIA PTY LTD * SPORTSCENE * SARTORETTO 
INTERIOR LININGS * SMORGON ARC * SUNNYBROOK HOTEL * SOUTH 
CORP WINES « TIMBER FLOORS PTY LTD « TRANS WEST .INSURANCE 
BROKERS e¢ UNITED DISTILLERS * UNITED CONCRETE « UNIFAB 
EQUIPMENT *« VALORE CELLARS * VICTOR SPORTS MEDICINE * VISY 
BOARD * WEST HOXTON GENERAL SUPPLY * WHIRLPOOL AUSTRALIA » 
YE OLDE PRINTERY 


INNOVATE 


Distributed in all Australian states by 
JAMES RICHARDSON CORPORATION PTY LTD TELEPHONE: (03) 9428 1621 FAX: (03) 9429 1428 
http://www.jamesrichardson.com.au Email.perfume @jamesrichardson.com.au 


